	Status of Beaufort Marine Air Station units

	Organization 

(Jet variants in brackets)
	Mascot
	Location
	Remarks

	Marine Aircraft Group-31
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 122 (VMFA-122) (C)
	Crusaders
	Beaufort
	 

	3
	Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 115 (VMFA-115) (C)
	Silver Eagles
	Beaufort
	Deploying aboard USS Truman in Fall ‘04

	3
	Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 251 (VMFA-251) (C)
	Thunderbolts
	Beaufort
	

	4
	Marine All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 332 (VMFA (AW)-332) (D)
	Moonlighters
	Beaufort
	Deploying to Yuma in Aug

	5
	Marine All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 224 (VMFA (AW)-224) (C)
	Bengals
	Beaufort
	

	6
	Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 312 (VMFA-312) (A)
	Checkerboards
	Yuma
	Deployed to Yuma until Aug 10

	7
	Marine All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 533 (VMFA (AW)-533) (D) 
	Hawks
	Iwakuni, Japan
	Departed 13 July for Japan

	Commander, Strike Fighter Wing, U.S. Atlantic Fleet
	 

	1
	Navy Strike Fighter Squadron 82 (VFA-82) (C)
	Marauders
	Beaufort

	2
	Navy Strike Fighter Squadron 86 (VFA-86) (C)
	Sidewinders
	Beaufort

	Support squadrons/Elements

	 
	Mission
	Location

	Marine Wing Support Squadron 273 (MWSS-273)
	Sweathogs
	Combat engineers
	Some members are deployed in Fallujah, Iraq

	Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 31 (MALS-31)
	Stingers
	Build airfields where none exist, Air Traffic Control
	Beaufort

	Marine Air Control Squadron 2 Detachment (MACS-2 Det)
	 
	 Detect, Identify and control the intercept of hostile aircraft and missles, and provide navigational assistance to friendly aircraft and provide continuous all-weather, radar, non-radar approach, enrougte and tower air traffic control services to friendly aircraft 
	Beaufort

	Combat Service Support Detachment 23 (CSSD-23)
	Roughnecks
	 
	Some Marines deployed in Iraq

	Nondeployable Units

	MCAS Headquarters
	 
	Responsible for running the Installation

	Marine Aircraft Group-31 (MAG-31)
	 
	Headquarters which is in charge of all seven Marine F/A-18 squadrons

	Headquarters Squadron (H&HS)
	Swamp Foxes
	Provides service support (i.e. refueling, logistics, aircraft recovery, firefighting, cooks, military police, etc) to all units aboard the MCAS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Under normal conditions, MCAS Beaufort has nearly 4,000 Marines and sailors stationed here. A standard F/A-18 squadron has 12 aircraft and 200 members.  

Marine Aviation has six functions in support of any given mission: 

	1)  Control of aircraft and missiles (performed by MACS-2 Det)
	5)  Anti-air warfare (performed by our F/A-18 squadrons here)

	2)  Electronic warfare (not performed by units from here)
	6)  Aerial reconnaissance (performed by our F/A-18 squadrons here)

	3)  Offensive air support (performed by our F/A-18 squadrons)
	

	4)  Assault support (not performed by units from here)
	


Mission and Tasks of Fighter Squadrons:

A. Mission. Intercept and destroy enemy aircraft under all-weather conditions and attack and destroy surface targets.

B. Tasks


1. Intercept and destroy enemy aircraft in conjunction with ground or airborne fighter control under all-weather conditions.


2. Maintain the capability to attack and destroy surface targets utilizing all types of conventional weapons compatible with assigned aircraft.


3. Provide escort of friendly aircraft under all-weather conditions.


4. Maintain capability to deploy and operate from aircraft carriers and advanced bases.


5. Conduct day and nigh close air support under the weather.


6. Maintain the capability to deploy or conduct extended range operations employing aerial refueling.


7. Perform organizational maintenance on assigned aircraft.
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